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Chair’s welcome
As you read this update you will see that the Environment Waikato policy team has been 
very busy thinking ahead in a way that will protect a healthy sustainable future. The 
Regional Policy Statement (RPS) review is hot on our heels and is the most important single 
piece of policy Environment Waikato will do in the next few years. In addition there are 
other signifi cant statutory reviews such as the Regional Land Transport Policy and Regional 
Land Transport Strategy and other pressing issues such as aquaculture to consider.

However, this work will not be successful if we go it alone. Working collaboratively with 
territorial authorities and key stakeholders across the region is going to help provide 
an RPS framework that is robust and balances the needs of all parts of our regional 
community.

I have been involved at a political level with both the FutureProof and Blueprint sub-
regional growth strategies. These projects have been excellent examples of how robust 
debate around key growth principles and trade-off s can bring about integrated policy and 
planning. This means better outcomes for both local and regional communities. 

Environment Waikato has core functions around sustainable resource use. Early and clear 
conversations have ensured that environmental bottom-lines are protected. For example, 
the protection of versatile, highly productive soils, water allocation, transport planning and 
biodiversity protection have shaped the development of growth strategies while allowing 
for the economic, social and cultural wellbeing of local communities.

It is expected that such strategies and other issue-based forums with stakeholders will 
both help shape the RPS review but also ensure that is it workable and outcome focused. 
At the end of the day we all want a viable economy based on a healthy, resource-rich 
environment.

In the meantime we have had great interest in the Long Term Council Community Plan, 
which will lead to a robust political debate at the council. Here again the issue is about 
focusing on priorities while maintaining the essential baselines. Good policy is forward 
looking and its implementation should be realistic and allow for positive progress towards 
our statutory and community mandated outcomes.

In conclusion, I and the policy team will be sorry to see our Policy Manager leave 
Environment Waikato and wish him well in his new position at NZTA (New Zealand 
Transport Authority). You will all be aware that Robert has had a signifi cant impact on 
important policy development at Environment Waikato over a number of years.

I welcome your feedback at p.southgate@ew.govt.nz.

Cr Paula Southgate
Chair, Policy and Strategy Committee

Group Manager’s 
comments
It is with a tinge of regret that I announce my 
departure from Environment Waikato. After nearly 
17 years with the organisation I am moving on to 
work with the New Zealand Transport Agency as 
the Regional Manager – Integrated Planning at its 
Hamilton offi  ce.

No doubt I will continue to work with many of you in 
this new capacity.

As I refl ect on the achievement of the policy group 
at Environment Waikato during my tenure I can 
honestly say that the region’s natural and physical 
resources and future wellbeing is in good hands. I 
have been privileged to be able to work with some 
of the best policy analysts, scientists and decision 
makers in New Zealand. 

During my time here, the policy group at 
Environment Waikato has been responsible for 
preparing some of New Zealand’s most innovative, 
creative and exciting public policy. Our work on 
geothermal energy, water allocation, aquaculture and 
managing non point source discharges is nationally 
recognised as a model for other councils.  

The quality of our policy work is heavily infl uenced 
by the submissions that you have made and the 
eff orts of our councillors and commissioners. I thank 
you for working with us so constructively even 
when you did not agree with the directions we were 
recommending.

I encourage you all to continue to engage creatively 
and positively with the Regional Policy Statement 
review and our other major policy initiatives detailed 
in this newlsetter. 

Best wishes,
Robert Brodnax
Group Manager, Policy and Strategy

www.ew.govt.nz

updatePolicy

C P l S th t



2

Community planning and 
partnership programmes
2009-19 Long Term Council 
Community Plan
Consultation on Environment Waikato’s 2009-19 draft LTCCP ended on 
Monday 20 April with council receiving well over 1400 submissions. 

More than 800 submissions were received on Whangamata mangrove 
management with the remaining submissions primarily focusing on 
proposed funding cuts for air, clean streams, waste, beachcare, pest 
management and natural heritage. A number of submissions were also 
received on passenger transport programmes and fare increases.

Copies of all submissions are available to the public at Environment 
Waikato offi  ces and libraries around the region.

Submitters had the opportunity to speak about their submissions at 
public hearings from Tuesday 12 May. Councillors will then deliberate on 
submissions from Monday 8 June. The fi nal LTCCP will be adopted at the 
council meeting on Monday 29 June after which all submitters will be 
advised of the outcome of their submission.

For more information, please contact Anthea Sayer.

Integrated coastal plans – west coast of the 
Waikato region
The Shore Futures Project is progressing well, with the report due to be 
completed by June and distributed to the community. The governance 
group met at the beginning of April to discuss the draft heritage and 
implementation action chapters, and sign off  was given at this meeting 
to discuss this work with the community reference group. These 
chapters were reviewed at the community reference group on 23 April. 
 
Following the completion of the Shore Futures Report, work will 
continue in order to ensure that the key principles of Shore Futures are 
incorporated into the review of the Waikato Regional Policy Statement. 
Environment Waikato staff  will also utilise the relationships that have 
been developed with the participating agencies through the Shore 
Futures Project to address the implementation actions that require a 
multi-agency approach. 

For more information, please visit www.ew.govt.nz/shorefutures or 
contact Amanda Banks.

Resource management plans 
and initiatives
Regional Policy Statement (RPS)
Policy development work continues apace with a boost from the 
comments received from key stakeholders.  We are on track for the 
release of a draft Regional Policy Statement before the end of the 
calendar year.  Progress has also been assisted with the addition of new 
team members as other policy projects are completed.  

We have been very pleased with the number and quality of comments 
received on the staff  discussion document released in March 2009.  
There has clearly been some thought gone into this process and this will 
assist the development of practical policy over the next few months.  
The discussion document was loosely based upon the new structure of 
the RPS, one that focuses on issues we are facing as a region rather than 
the resources that the regional council manages.  At the time of writing 
we have received feedback from 39 key stakeholders and tangata 
whenua groups and are expecting a further 12 by the end of May 2009.

A report on the number and scope of feedback will be presented to 
Environment Waikato’s elected representatives once all feedback has 
been received and will be posted on the RPS review website.

For updates on the RPS review, please keep an eye on our website – 
www.ew.govt.nz/rpsreview – or for further information please phone 
Elizabeth McKnight, Blair Dickie or email us at rps@ew.govt.nz.

Policy eff ectiveness reporting
Environment Waikato has been producing individual policy eff ectiveness 
reports for selected RPS subject areas on a rolling basis. The aim has 
been to cover all key RPS subject areas every fi ve years. These reports 
provide a detailed analysis of each RPS issue, the methods designed 
to address the issue, the extent to which these methods are being 
implemented, pressures operating on the matter, and evidence of 
success with respect to the relevant objectives.

This year we have completed a policy eff ectiveness report on the subject 
of Natural Hazards. In general the report shows that risks from natural 
hazards is continuing to increase in the region despite signifi cant work 
by staff  in this area. This is largely due to continuing development in 
hazard prone areas. The full report can be accessed at the following 
Environment Waikato web page: www.ew.govt.nz/Policy-and-plans/
Policy-eff ectiveness-reports/Natural-hazards/.

A report is almost ready for publication that discusses the eff ectiveness 
of policies and methods for addressing the RPS energy and 
infrastructure objectives. This report will shortly be available on our 
policy eff ectiveness web page.

Work on the next reports is being postponed as we direct resources into 
the RPS review project.

For more information contact Urlwyn Trebilco.
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Forum for Integrated Resource Management 
(FIRM)
The fi rst FIRM meeting of the year was held on 8 April at Environment 
Waikato with the topic being coastal issues and in particular hazards. 
Guest speakers discussed the following topics: the Natural Hazards 
Policy Eff ectiveness Report, ‘Strategy for a Sustainable Environment 
Coastal Issues’:– Competition for Use of the CMA, the Coastal 
Natural Hazards Eff ectiveness Report, coastal monitoring and future 
implications.

For more information, please contact Katie Mayes.

Climate change  
As a region we need to recognise human induced climate change as 
a driver of change into the future. It is an international problem but 
there are many things we can do at a regional level; to not only adapt 
to changes in our climate that are predicted to occur (such as sea level 
rise), but also make it easier for individuals, communities and industry 
to live low energy and low emission lives. The new RPS will be an 
important link with the future use of resources and the allocation of 
space in this regard.

We are also working on reducing our corporate greenhouse gas 
emissions as part of our membership of the International Council for 
Local Environmental Initiatives: Communities for Climate Protection 
programme. We are currently developing greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets (Milestone 2) and developing actions plans 
(milestone 3).  

For more information, please contact Blair Dickie.

Renewable energy and energy effi  ciency  
The work of the Waikato Regional Energy Forum on the Regional Energy 
Strategy is nearing completion and will be launched in August 2009. The 
forum is a broad alliance of generators, transmission and distribution 
networks, community groups, central and local government agencies, 
research agencies and tertiary institutes, representing both the supply 
and demand sides of the energy sector. This multi-stakeholder initiative 
has been a signifi cant component of Environment Waikato’s policy 
work programme for a number of years. The purpose of the strategy is 
fourfold and relates to energy conservation and effi  ciency, security of 
supply, facilitating access to renewable forms of energy and increased 
public awareness of the economic the role of energy.

The Regional Energy Strategy will inform the development of the 
next RPS. Ten of the 29 recommendations contained in the strategy 
have direct relevance to the review of the policy statement and 
relate to accessing natural resources for their energy. The majority 
of the remaining recommendations relate to energy effi  ciency and 
conservation opportunities.

For more information, please contact Blair Dickie.

Water allocation
The period for appeals to the Environment Court closed on 5 March 
2009. There were 37 appeals, from 26 parties, which have been received 
on Variation No. 6 Water Allocation. A large number of s274 notices 
have also been received. Key issues raised in the appeals include, iwi 
allocation, stock water rules, requests for area based permitted activity 
rules, electricity generation versus water for irrigation, common expiry 

dates, priority for municipal and domestic water supply and the setting 
of allocable and environmental fl ows. Staff  are developing a strategy 
and process for addressing the appeals. In doing so we will be talking 
to the parties and the Environment Court. We will also be contacting 
appellants, as needed, to clarify various aspects of their appeals.

For more information, please contact David Speirs or Bruce McAuliff e.

PM
10

 air quality  
Environment Waikato has a legal responsibility to safeguard regional air 
quality under the Resource Management Act and we are committed to 
this through our RPS and regional plans.

Poor air quality is believed to cause 1100 deaths every year in New 
Zealand. The main problem is fi ne particles in the air called PM

10
 that 

are small enough to get into people’s lungs and cause serious health 
problems. In our region, up to 90 per cent of PM

10
 comes from home 

heating appliances. 

To protect community health, in 2004 the Government introduced a 
National Environmental Standard (NES) for PM

10
. 

Environment Waikato has since been working to achieve this standard 
by the Government’s 2013 deadline. If our urban areas do not comply 
with the NES by the 2013 deadline, we will not be able to issue new air 
discharge consents or renew existing consents.

To achieve the standard we have been working with other agencies to 
run community education campaigns, install new air quality monitoring 
stations, and create rules and incentives to phase out polluting heating 
appliances. 

Changes to the levels of funding of air quality work programmes that 
proposed in the LTCCP are likely to result in the region complying with 
the NES by approximately 2030.

For more information, please contact Phil Parkes.

Strategy for a Sustainable Environment (SSE)
The SSE Project is looking at the potential future resource management 
issues that may arise over the next 50 years in the Waikato region due 
to regional growth and development. The aim is to develop a set of 
principles to guide Environment Waikato’s advocacy with respect to 
regional development. These principles will be advocated through our 
second generation RPS and through our work with territorial authorities, 
developers and other stakeholders who infl uence growth in the region.

The project this year has slowed up somewhat as staff  resources are 
being channelled into other areas. However we have continued to 
develop our thinking about the strategy. This year we have completed 
a discussion document which identifi es current and potential growth 
trends, and discusses how land use and resource use in the region 
may change as a result. The document identifi es potential resource 
management issues that may arise as a result of these trends and 
suggests some principles for managing the issues. Much of the thinking 
from this project is being fed into the Hamilton sub-regional growth 
strategy (FutureProof) and the RPS review project.

For more information, please contact Urlwyn Trebilco.
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Future Proof – Hamilton Sub-regional Growth 
Strategy 
Environment Waikato has been very busy this year working with 
Hamilton City Council, Waipa and Waikato district councils in the 
development of a sub-regional growth strategy called FutureProof. Three 
development scenarios for the sub-region were released for discussion 
in October last year. The scenarios were titled Business as Usual, 
Compact Settlement and Concentrated Settlement. Public feedback on 
these scenarios helped to inform the development of the FutureProof 
Growth Strategy and Implementation Plan 2009. The strategy was then 
publicly notifi ed in March this year. Hearings were held in May.

Further information on FutureProof can be obtained at the FutureProof 
website: www.futureproof.org.nz.

For more information, please contact Urlwyn Trebilco.

Waikato Regional Plan (WRP): Variation No. 7 
– minor changes and geothermal maps  
Environment Waikato proposed Variation No. 7 to the WRP. The purpose 
of the proposed variation is to make minor changes to the proposed 
WRP to improve the workability of the plan and to amend the regional 
plan maps showing signifi cant geothermal features and geothermal 
water features. 

Hearings were held on 7 April 2009, with fi ve parties presenting 
evidence to the Hearing Committee. The committee has held 
deliberations. Decisions will be notifi ed in June 2009.

For more information, please contact Nicola Rye.

Protecting Lake Taupo
We are in the last stage of fi nalising the Waikato Regional Plan Variation 
5 - Lake Taupo Catchment (the Variation). Federated Farmers and 
Environment Waikato consultant planners got together and worked out 
some details in the wording of the rules, as directed by the Court in the 
interim decision last November. The fi nal wording of the rules will be 
sent to all the parties in the appeal process and then the Environment 
Court. Once the fi nal decision is released, hopefully by the middle of this 
year, Environment Waikato can approve the insertion of the Variation as 
a chapter in Section 3 of the WRP. The new chapter 3.10 of the WRP will 
be on the website and also sent to all current holders of hard copies of 
the WRP.

The Variation has been implemented for several years. Substantial 
progress has been achieved on the fi rst step in the resource consent 
process required of farms. This is to ‘benchmark’ historical nitrogen 
leaching on each farm, after which a consent is granted giving a 
Nitrogen Discharge Allowances (NDA) that caps nitrogen for that 
property. Overall we now have data for 91 per cent of the total pastoral 
land area (82774 ha). Landowners have been recently reminded that 
Environment Waikato staff  have expertise to assist them to develop a 
Nutrient Management Plan to meet their fi nalised (‘benchmarked’) NDA.  

The Lake Taupo Protection Trust has been active in the catchment, 
working toward meeting its goal of permanently removing 20 per cent 
of total annual manageable load of nitrogen leached from pastoral land 
by 2020. 

For more information, contact Natasha Hayward, or Justine Young.

Draft Lake Taupo Erosion and Flood Strategy
Policy have been providing assistance to River and Catchment Services 
and Taupo District Council in the development of the draft Lake Taupo 
Erosion and Flood Strategy. The draft strategy was issued for public 
submission over the 2008/09 holiday break. 

At the closing date, 49 submissions had been received largely relating 
to the management of Lake Taupo levels and the extent/scope of works 
programmed for Kuratau. A joint Hearings Committee consisting of two 
political representatives from Environment Waikato and Taupo District 
Council, chaired by an independent commissioner, will be held 15-17 June 
2009 with deliberations following on 8-10 July. A review of the existing 
Project Watershed funding policy for foreshore erosion is also scheduled 
for 2009/10 as part of this project.

For further information contact Matthew Vare.

Coromandel Peninsula Blueprint 
At present the Blueprint technical team is working closely with the 
Blueprint Political Steering Group to fi nalise a draft district wide 
Blueprint preferred future document. The draft Blueprint builds on 
the considerable amount of technical work and community feedback 
to date. The Blueprint includes outcomes supported by a range of 
strategies and actions to achieve the proposed outcomes. The draft 
Blueprint will be available for fi nal confi rmation with the community 
around June 2009.

The next phase of the Blueprint Project will involve the development 
of Local Area Blueprints (LABs). These plans will assist in the localised 
implementation of the district wide Blueprint.  This phase of the project 
is expected to start in July 2009.

For more information, please contact Ursula Lehr.

Regional Coastal Plan (RCP): Proposed Plan 
Change 1: minor changes 
Environment Waikato proposed Plan Change 1 to the WRCP. The purpose 
of the plan change is to make minor changes that are necessary to 
improve the workability of the plan. 

Hearing and deliberations on Plan Change 1 occurred on 7 April 2009. 
Decisions will be notifi ed at the same time as decisions on Variation 
No. 7.

For more information, please contact Nicola Rye.

Marine Farming Variation and Wilson Bay 
Marine Farming zone
The remaining 520 hectares of the Wilson Bay zone came a step closer to 
being developed when the Ministry of Fisheries released its preliminary 
decision in April. The Ministry’s preliminary decision is that the zone 
does not have an undue adverse eff ect on commercial, customary or 
recreational fi shing, although there are concerns at the eff ects on the 
rig and fl ounder fi sheries. Additional submissions are being taken by the 
Ministry and a fi nal decision is expected in June.

Once that fi nal decision is received, Environment Waikato will identify 
20 per cent of the new space that is representative and allocate it to
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Strategy and bylaw reviews
Navigation Safety 
Bylaw 
On 19 January the revised 
bylaw was publicly notifi ed. 
Submissions closed on 
27 February of which 97 
Submissions were received. 
Hearings were also held on 30-31 
March. The hearings committee 
deliberated on 21-22 April with 
the aim of presenting the revised bylaw to the council meeting in May 
for adoption. Once adopted, the bylaw will become operative on 1 July, 
2009.

For more information, please contact Shelley Monrad.

Waikato Regional Land Transport Strategy 
2006-2016 (RLTS)
The RLTS became operative on 29 
November, 2006. The RLTS sets a 
direction to move the Waikato region 
away from a traditional road based 
transport system to a multi-modal 
integrated transport system based upon 
a set of priorities, decision making and 
focused investment on strategic goals 
over the next ten years. A hard copy of 
the operative RLTS is available on request 
or can be viewed online at www.ew.govt.
nz/policy.

The 2007/08 Annual Report on the RLTS 
is also currently available online. This is the fi nal RLTS Annual Report 
that will be produced following the enactment of the Land Transport 
Management Amendment Act 2008. Whilst the implementation 
progress on the RLTS will continue be monitored by Environment 

Navigation Safety Bylaw
W a i k a t o  R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l

Waikato, formal reporting under the new legislation is only required to 
be published every three years. The fi rst RLTS progress report under the 
new legislation is for the fi rst three consecutive fi nancial years ending 
on 30 June, 2011.

Environment Waikato is currently planning for the review of the RLTS 
in 2009.The next generation RLTS will be prepared under the direction 
of the Land Transport Management Act 2003 (as amended in 2008) 
and cover a period of 30 fi nancial years. Environment Waikato hopes to 
release a draft RLTS for public consultation in August 2010. The review 
of the RLTS will be done in close collaboration with the RPS review to 
ensure transport and land use integration is fully incorporated in both 
documents.

For more information, please contact Bill McMaster or Vincent Kuo. 

Waikato Regional Passenger Transport Plan 
2007-2010 (RPTP)
In October 2007 Environment Waikato 
completed an update of the RPTP and 
alongside this update undertook a 
regional network review. Both the RPTP 
and the regional network review give 
strong direction for further improvements 
to the network, especially in areas where 
growth pressures are putting signifi cant 
strain on the roading network. The plan 
has a forward view of up to 10 years, with 
specifi c activities to be implemented in 
the next three years. Hard copies of the 
RPTP are available on request, or can be 
viewed online at www.ew.govt.nz/policy.

Environment Waikato is planning for the review of the RPTP in 
conjunction with the review of the RLTS. The review of the RPTP will be 
completed by December 2011.

For more information, please contact Bevan Dale or Vincent Kuo.

Waikato Regional Land Transport Programme 
2009-2012 (RLTP)
The Land Transport Management 
Amendment Act 2008 has introduced 
substantial changes in the land transport 
planning and funding system. One of 
the key changes to the Act is a shift 
from an annual transport programme 
submitted by individual organisations 
to a three year regional land transport 
programme coordinated by regional 
transport committees. The purpose of this 
document is to prioritise regional funding 
for transport projects in the region. 

The programme must include a prioritised 
list of the following activities for the fi rst three fi nancial years:

all state highway activities • 
major local road improvements • 
new public transport activities/services• 

Regional Land Transport 
Strategy for the Waikato region 2006-2016

Regional Passenger 
Transport Plan
for the Waikato region 2007-2010

Maori through the Takutai Trust managed by Te Ohu Kaimoana. Then 
the resource consent applications that have been on hold since the 
Aquaculture Moratorium can be processed.

For more information, please contact Graeme Silver.

Experimental aquaculture plan change
Environment Waikato is currently preparing a draft plan change to allow 
new types of aquaculture, such as fi sh farming, within the existing 
aquaculture management areas (AMA). The plan change will allow 
proposals for farming kingfi sh to be trialled in the Wilson Bay zone or 
other deemed AMA in the region (all existing marine farms have been 
deemed to be AMA). 

Further details and links to a series of technical studies can be found on 
the website at: www.ew.govt.nz/Policy-and-plans/Regional-Coastal-Plan/
Diversifi cation-of-Aquaculture/

For more information, or if you’d like to be involved in the discussions, 
please contact Graeme Silver.
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Regional transport strategies/studies 
Environment Waikato will also be undertaking the following regional 
transport strategies/studies in 2009.

Inter-regional Transportation Study (in conjunction with Auckland • 
Regional Council, Environment Bay of Plenty and Taranaki Regional 
Council).
Waikato Regional Transport Model.• 
Waikato Regional Transport Benchmark and Futures Study.• 
Waikato Regional Industry Transport Report.• 
Waikato Regional Stock Effl  uent Strategy.• 

For further information on these strategies/studies or any other regional 
transport matters, please contact Vincent Kuo or Bill McMaster.

Harbour Risk Management Plan (HRMP)
Environment Waikato was the third region to gain approval from 
Maritime New Zealand for their HRMP and Safety Management System 
(SMS). This document primarily identifi es the risks in each of the 
region’s harbours and proposes actions to reduce the risk as much as 
possible. This plan was prepared in accordance with the New Zealand 
Port and Harbour Marine Safety Code. The code arose primarily from 
Maritime New Zealand’s concerns at the groundings of two vessels 
( Jody F Millennium at Gisborne and the Tai Ping at Bluff ) and the 
lessons learnt from these events. It is a voluntary code which promotes 
good safety practices and provides a national standard against which 
performance can be measured. Environment Waikato’s plan covers the 
region’s maritime harbours and Lake Karapiro. It is aimed at identifying 
risks and ensuring they are managed by reducing the level of risk 
to as low as is reasonably practicable. The plan describes primary 
accountability and procedures, communication and monitoring regimes, 
to ensure the eff ective facilitation of navigation safety. For example, 
the plan includes policies and operating procedures for matters such 
as accidents, bar crossings, navigation aids, wrecks and harbour works. 
It also covers area specifi c information and contingency plans for the 
harbours and Lake Karapiro. 

This plan was audited by Maritime New Zealand in October 2007 and 
consequently signed off  by the Director of Maritime New Zealand. As 
the initial risk assessment was undertaken three years ago, council is 
required by Maritime New Zealand to undertake an audit and a review 
on how the system is working. Meetings with key stakeholders were 
held around the region throughout November 2008 to determine any 
changes in how this plan and safety management system is working for 
them and whether any changes are required. Maritime New Zealand 
will be undertaking a formal three yearly audit in May/June this year to 
ensure council is complying with the plan.

For more information, please contact Shelley Monrad.

projects recommended for R and C funding by the Regional • 
Transport Committee
community activities (such as travel plans, road safety projects).• 

Environment Waikato has recently consulted on the draft RLTP. 
The consultation period closed on 20 April. Following hearings and 
deliberations council will consider and adopt the fi nal RLTP on 25 June.

For more information, please contact Bill McMaster or Vincent Kuo.

Waikato Regional Walking and Cycling Strategy  
Environment Waikato is preparing a Regional Walking and Cycling 
Strategy this year. The Operative RLTS requires Environment Waikato, 
in conjunction with territorial authorities and other strategic transport 
partners, to prepare a Regional Cycling and Walking Strategy for the 
Waikato region. 

The draft Regional Walking and Cycling Strategy is substantially 
completed and is currently being fi nalised following peer review. It is 
anticipated that the draft Regional Walking and Cycling Strategy will be 
presented to the Regional Transport Committee at the June meeting, 
before being released for stakeholder consultation.

For more information, please contact Isy Kennedy or Vincent Kuo.

Waikato Regional Rail Strategy  
Environment Waikato is currently developing the Waikato Regional 
Rail Strategy. The strategy will be prepared taking into account the 
outcomes of the Regional Rail Strategy Discussion Document which was 
circulated to transport sector stakeholders for feedback in 2008 and a 
preliminary business case study on a passenger rail service, which is 
being undertaken in the fi rst six months of 2009. The fi nal strategy will 
be completed in September.

For more information, please contact Bill McMaster or Vincent Kuo.

Waikato Regional Road Safety Strategy
Environment Waikato is currently developing the Waikato Regional 
Road Safety Strategy and work on the strategy has been progressing 
well. The strategy will set a framework for the joint delivery of the ‘3 Es’ 
(education, enforcement and engineering) to target a range of identifi ed 
priorities and risks. Part of this work will be to profi le signifi cant road 
user groups and explore the safety implications of changing transport 
patterns as determined by factors such as freight movements, modal 
shift and driver behaviour. 

Work will also be carried out to identify where and why existing 
confl icts may occur and to anticipate what future confl icts may arise 
based on predicted trends. Data gathered from key stakeholders such 
as the Police, ACC, NZTA and local authorities will help to inform the 
direction of the strategy. Actions arising will be based on ‘best practise’ 
methodology and take into account the combined objectives and 
infl uence of the broad spectrum of stakeholders that have helped to 
shape this piece of work.

It is anticipated that a draft strategy will be presented to the Regional 
Transport Committee at the July meeting, before being released for 
stakeholder consultation.

For more information, please contact Jo Carling or Vincent Kuo.
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Team member Key result areas Email

Robert Brodnax Group Manager robert.brodnax@ew.govt.nz

Hannah Hopkins Executive Assistant hannah.hopkins@ew.govt.nz 

Adam Munro Regional Hazards adam.munro@ew.govt.nz 

Amanda Banks Regional Integration, Shore Futures amanda.banks@ew.govt.nz 

Anthea Sayer Corporate planning anthea.sayer@ew.govt.nz

Bill McMaster Land Transport Policy bill.mcmaster@ew.govt.nz

Blair Dickie
Regional Policy Statement Review, Geothermal, energy 
and climate change

blair.dickie@ew.govt.nz

Bruce McAuliff e
Natural Resource Policy – Water allocation, Waikato 
Regional Plan

bruce.mcauliff e@ew.govt.nz

David Speirs Water allocation david.speirs@ew.govt.nz

Elizabeth McKnight Project Co-ordinator – Regional Policy Statement Review elizabeth.mcknight@ew.govt.nz

Graeme Silver Natural Resource Policy – Coastal graeme.silver@ew.govt.nz

Greg Ryan Flood risk management greg.ryan@ew.govt.nz   

Ingrid Greenslade Regional integration ingrid.greenslade@ew.govt.nz 

Isy Kennedy Transport isy.kennedy@ew.govt.nz

Jenni Paul Regional Policy Statement review jenni.paul@ew.govt.nz

Jo Carling Road safety jo.carling@ew.govt.nz

Jody van der Haas Strategic and planning coordinator Jody.vanderhass@ew.govt.nz

Justine Young Natural Resource Policy – Protecting Lake Taupo justine.young@ew.govt.nz

Karren Vink (nee Wagner) Natural Resource Policy karren.vink@ew.govt.nz 

Katie Mayes Regional Integration, Waikato-Tainui river claim katie.mayes@ew.govt.nz

Kevin Collins Regional Pest Management Strategy kevin.collins@ew.govt.nz

Maelene Brake Group Administrator/Project Assistant maelene.brake@ew.govt.nz

Matt Vare Regional Integration matt.vare@ew.govt.nz

Michael Butler Regional Integration michael.butler@ew.govt.nz

Natasha Hayward Programme Manager – Taupo Implementation natasha.hayward@ew.govt.nz 

Nicola Rye Legal Advisor nicola.rye@ew.govt.nz

Phil Parkes Natural Resource Policy phil.parkes@ew.govt.nz

Shelley Monrad Navigation safety shelley.monrad@ew.govt.nz

Urlwyn Trebilco
Evaluation and Advocacy, policy eff ectiveness, 
Strategy for a Sustainable Environment

urlwyn.trebilco@ew.govt.nz

Ursula Lehr Regional Integration, Blueprint ursula.lehr@ew.govt.nz 

Vincent Kuo Transport vincent.kuo@ew.govt.nz

Environment Waikato policy team
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For more information 

For more information on the issues outlined in this update, please visit our website 
www.ew.govt.nz or call Environment Waikato’s freephone 0800 800 401. #1292-05/09

Where our documents are in the statutory process

Document Status – May 2009
2009-2019 Long Term Council Community Plan Awaiting adoption.

Regional Policy Statement Operative (review underway).

Geothermal Change No. 1 Operative – December 2007.

Regional Coastal Plan Operative.

Change No. 1 – Minor Changes Awaiting decisions.

Marine Farming Variation Operative in part.

Marinas Variation Operative.

Waikato Regional Plan Operative 28 September 2007.

Variation No. 2 – Geothermal Operative – 7 November 2008.

Variation No. 4 – Minor Variations and Peat Lakes Operative.

Variation No. 5 – Lake Taupo Catchment Incorporated into proposed WRP, September 2005.

Variation No. 6 – Water Allocation Decisions released 24 March 2007, currently under appeal.

Variation No. 7 – Minor Changes Awaiting decisions.

Dangerous Dams Policy Decisions released 14 November 2008.

Navigation Safety Bylaw Awaiting adoption.

Regional Land Transport Strategy Adopted by council, December 2006.

Regional Passenger Transport Plan Operative.

Regional Land Transport Programme Operative.

Regional Pest Management Strategy Operative.

Regional Road Safety Plan The draft programme was released for public consultation on 20 March, with submissions 
closing on 20 April.

Navigation Safety Bylaw
W a i k a t o  R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l


